0)[3 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


JOHN  WM.  TALENT,  m.d.,  m.r.o.s.,  d.p.h., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

School  Medical  Officer, 

and  

Medical  Superintendent 
to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28812761 


BOROUGH  OF  ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 


aus 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

<H  1934.  fs> 

BY 

JOHN  WM.  TALENT,  m.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

School  Medical  Officer, 

and  

Medical  Superintendent 


to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


BOROUGH  OF  ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 


Health  and  Buii, ding  Committee. 

Chairman  : 

Alderman  SHEA1U),  J.P. 

Deputy  Chairman  : 

Councillor  BURGESS. 

The  MAYOR,  (Councillor  J.  TOWNSLEY,  J.P.),  Alderman 
MASSEY,  J. IV,  Councillors  ANDERTON,  FLOWERS, 
GREEN,  (Mrs)  II  EG  IN  BOTTOM,  RALPHS.  IBBOTSON, 
SHOOTER  and  J.  W.  WHITWORTH,  J.1V 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Chairman  : 

Councillor  (Mrs.)  HEGIN  BOTTOM. 

Deputy  Chairman  : 

Councillor  ANDERTON. 

The  MAYOR,  (Councillor  J.  TOWNSLEY,  J.P.),  Councillors 
ARNOLD,  FISH,  FLOWERS,  PARRY. 


Thk  Public  Health  Office, 

Town  Hall  Chambers, 

Ashton-under- Dyne, 

April,  1936. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the 

Municipal  Borough  of  Ashton-under- Lyne. 


Mrs.  Hegiubottom  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  and  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department,  for  the  year  1934. 

If  the  present  state  of  health  of  residents  in  our  town  he 
compared  with  that  of  25  years  ago  we  find  a great  improve- 
ment. This  is  shewn  by  the  death  rate,  which  in  1908  was 
19'  1 per  1,000  of  the  population,  whilst  in  1933  it  was  J3'9per 
1,000  of  the  population.  This  represents  for  our  present 
population  a saving  of  267  lives  each  year 

If  the  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  be 
considered,  an  even  greater  saving  of  life  will  be  observed. 
The  comparative  death  rates  for  these  are  : — 

In  1908,  1833  deaths  to  1,000  births 
In  1933,  64  deaths  to  1,000  births 
which  means  that  the  death  rate  among  infants  has  fallen  to 
one-third  of  what  it  was. 


Another  striking  improvement  which  has  been  carried  out 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  period  is  that  in  the  surroundings  of 
the  poorer  members  of  our  townspeople.  Under  the  1932 
Scheme  for  Slum  Clearance  64  unfit  houses  were  approved  for 
demolition.  Under  the  1934  Scheme  78  bouses  were  similarly 
condemmed,  and  in  the  immediate  future,  further  Schemes  in- 
volving 140  houses  are  to  be  carried  out. 

The  tenants  of  these  gloomy  and  insanitary  dwellings 
have  been  transferred  to  new  houses  in  open  country  These 
houses  are  acknowledged  by  all  visiting  Authorities  to  be  in 
the  front  rank  for  convenience,  sunshine  and  fresh  air.  The 
advantage  of  this  change  to  the  growing  generation  will  be 
incalculably  great. 

I am  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Dr. 
Evans,  Mr.  Handforth  and  each  member  of  the  staff  for  their 
excellent  work  and  support  during  the  year,  and  to  wish  them 
all  success  in  the  future. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  WILLIAM  TALENT. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority:  — 

MEDICAL. 

J.  W.  Talent,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer,  Superintend- 
ent of  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. 

Mary  Evans,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.l’.Il. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

0.  Sykes  Handforth,  M.S.I.A.,  C. R.S.I., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Chief  Inspector  Meat 
and  Other  Foods,  etc. 

Thomas  C.  Ward,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S  I., 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  other  Foods,  etc, 

H.  Hunter,  M.S  I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  other  Foods,  etc. 

Clerks. — C.  Sharpies,  H Bradley,  A.  Hartley 

Hralth  Visitors. 

Mrs.  S.  Wolfenden,  S.R.N.,  C.M . B., 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

Mrs.  Parkinson,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  Health  Visitor. 

Mrs  E.  Coffey,  C.M.B.  Health  Visitor. 

Miss  S.  A.  Hawcroft,  S.R.N.,  C M B. 

Health  Visitor’s  Cert.  R.S.I.  Health  Visitor. 

Miss  Winifred  Chamberlain,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Health  Visitor's  Cert.  R.S.I.  Health  Visitor. 


Hospital. 

Miss  Hollis,  S R.N.,  General  Trained  Nurse,  Matron  of 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

One  Staff  Nurse. 

Two  Probationer  Nurses 
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REPORT. 


Section  A— Statistics  & Social  Conditions 
of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  Acres) 1,983 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Population, 

(1934). ..50, 540 

Population  (Census  1931)  51,573 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1934)  14,210 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  12,4S4 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1 931)  1 3,561 
„ „ „ „ (1921)  12,370 

Rateable  Value  £224,573 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £850 

The  chief  industries  are  Cotton  Spinning  and  Manufac- 
turing, Iron  and  Brass  Pounding,  Brewing,  Coal  Mining,  and 
some  minor  industries. 


The  following  table  shews  ihe  extent  of  Unemployment  in 
the  area  covered  by  our  Exchange,  viz.  : — Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  Hurst,  Dukinfield,  Audenshaw,  Waterloo,  and  Lime- 
hurst. 


MONTH. 

MEN. 

BOYS, 

WOMEN. 

GIRLS. 

TOTAL 

January  22. 

. 4869 

...  200 

...  2028 

...  203 

...  7300 

Feb.  19. 

. 5090 

...  162 

...  2348 

...  125 

...  7725 

March  19. 

. 4926 

...  121 

...  2145 

...  81 

...  7273 

April  23. 

..4517 

...  191 

...  1926 

...  134 

...  6768 

May  14. 

. 4451 

...  134 

...  1856 

...  102 

...  6543 

June  25. 

..  4702 

...  105 

...  1968 

...  91 

...  6866 

July  23. 

. 4980 

...  93 

...  2823 

...  Ill 

...  8007 

August  20. 

..  5456 

...  240 

...  2567 

...  238 

...  8501 

Sept.  24. 

. 4587 

...  212 

...  1894 

...  143 

...  6836 

October  22. 

..  4614 

...  181 

...  2097 

...  108 

...  7000 

Novem.  26. 

. 4267 

...  178 

...  1819 

...  132 

...  6396 

Dec.  17. 

..  4222 

...  133 

...  1811 

...  99 

...  6265 

Monthly 

Average  . 

..  4723 

...  162 

...  2107 

...  131 

...  7123 
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(2)  Vital  Statistics:— 

Livrc  Bikths: 


BIRTHS  Total 

M. 

p. 

Legitimate  ...614 

315 

299 

Illegitimate...  31 

15 

16 

Total  645 

330 

315 

Still  Births...  25 

10 

15 

Deaths  645 

343 

302 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

causes — 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

• . • 

...  3 

Other  puerperal  causes  2 
Total  5 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident 
popualtion  12  8 

Rate  per  1000  Total  (live 
and  still  births')  Births  37 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident 
population  +12  8 


Death  Unto  per  1000  Total 
(live  and  util  1)  Births 


746 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  infants  per  1000  live  births  71 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  73 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 32 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 10 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  3 


Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  4 


Per  1.000  of  KViinated  Population. 

liiv**  Death  Death  rate  Death-rate 
Mirth.  Kate.  from  from 

Kate.  Tuberculosis  Cancer, 

of  Kepsiratory 
System. 


Population,  50,180. 

Mean  of 
5 year 8 

1929-1933. ..13-7  14  0 0 70 

Year  1933  ...12-5  13  9 0 73 

1934  ...12-8  -H2-8  0 57 


Maternal  Mortality  Itate. 

Per  1,000  Per  1,000  Rate  of 
Live  Total  Deaths 
Births.  (Live  ami  under 
Still)  One  year 
Births,  per  1,000 
I .ive 
Births, 


1-70 

4 83 

458 

76 

2-05 

6-30 

5-92 

64 

1-95 

7-75 

7-46 

71 
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Increase  or 
Decrease 
in  1934  on — 
5 years’ 
Average 


1929—1933  -0-9 

-1-2  -013  +0-25 

+ 2-92 

-2  88 

-5 

Previous 

Year...  +03 

-1-1  -016  -0-10 

+ 1-45 

+ 1-54 

+7 

+ 1934  Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1 06)  = 13  5 per  1,000. 


Period. 

Population. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

1891 

40,462 

31.8 

24.9 

1901 

43.890 

24.8 

22.9 

1911 

45.179 

23.0 

17.2 

1921 

44,360 

19.6 

13.5 

1931 

51,573 

14.7 

13.7 

The  following  table  shows  the  improvement  in  the  Rate 
of  Infant  Mortality,  per  1000  births,  during  recent  years  in 
the  Borough  : — 

1914  — 183 

1924  — 

77 

1915  — 167 

1925  — 

92 

1916  — 116  • 

1926  — 

102 

1917  — 101 

1927  — 

90 

1918  — 120 

1928  — 

69 

1919  — 118 

1929  — 

107 

1920  — 119 

1930  — 

58 

1921  — 105 

1931  — 

69 

1922  — 91 

1932  — 

84 

1923  — 81 

1933  — 

64 

1934  — 

71 

Section  B—  General  Provision  of  Health 
Services  in  the  Area. 

(a)  — Laboratory  Facilities s — 

These  remain  as  previously.  Clinical  materials  (Sputum, 
Swabs,  &c.,)  are  sent  for  examination  and  report  either  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  York  Place,  Manchester,  or  to  the 
District  Infirmary. 
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Samples  of  water,  milk,  and  foodstuffs  are  similarly 
examined  and  reported  upon  by  Mr.  Melling,  F.I.C.,  Borough 
Analyst.  The  Cliff,  Manchester. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities  : — 

For  cases  of  infectious  disease  two  motor  ambulances, 
kept  at  the  town’s  yard. 

For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases,  two  motor  ambu- 
bulances  at  the  Central  Police  Station. 

This  Ambulance  Service  is  quite  adequate  and  satisfactory 
in  its  working.  The  services  for  infectious  and  accident  cases 
are  free  of  charge. 

Private  individuals  may  arrange  for  the  use  of  the  police 
ambulances  at  a fixed  charge. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home: — 

General — The  District  Nursing  Association  provides 
three  Nurses  for  general  nursing,  A grant  of  £50  per  annum 
is  made  by  the  Town  Council  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
they  visit  and  attend  all  notified  cases  of  Pneumonia. 

During  the  year  108  cases  have  been  so  attended. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  was  1846. 

Infectious  Diseases.  No  nursing  is  provided  for  these 
in  their  homes. 

(tl)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : 

(i)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Name  & Situation  Clinics  Held 

Richmond  Street.  1.  Infant  Consultations 

Monday,  9-30  — 12 

2.  Sewing  Class,  &c. 

Thursday,  2-30—4-30 

3.  Ante- Natal  Clinic 
Alternate  Fridays,  2 — 5 

4.  Sunlight  Clinic 

Tuesday  & Friday,  9-30  12 

Monday  & Wednesday,  2 — 6 


By  Whom 
Provided 

Ashton 

Council 
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Scotland  Street. 


Ormond  Street. 


1.  Infant  Consultations 
Tuesday,  2 — 5 

2.  Sewing  Class,  &c. 
Wednesday,  2-30 — 5 

3.  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
Alternate  Fridays,  2 — 5 

1.  Infant  Consultations 
Wednesday,  2-30  -4-30 


(ii)  School  Clinic. 

Water  Street.  1.  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  Ashton 

Monday  & Thursday,  2 — 5 Council 

2.  Dental  Clinic 
Monday  to  Friday, 

9-12  and  2—5 

3.  Opthalmic  Clinic 
Monday  & Wednesday 

2-30—4-30 

4.  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Friday,  10—12  & 2-  5 


(iii)  Tuberculosis. 
Warrington  Street. 


Monday,  10-30  a.m. 
Tuesday,  2-30  p.m. 
Friday,  10  a.m. 

1st  Tuesday,  6-30  p.m. 


Lancashire 

County 

Council 


(iv)  Venereal  Diseases. 


District  Infirmary 


Monday,  6 — 7 
Wednesday,  3 — 4 
Thursday,  6- — 7-30 


Lancashire 

County 

Council 


(e)  Hospitals. 

(i)  Boi'ough  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Fountain 
Street,  Ashton. 
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During  the  year  70  scarlet  fever  patients  were  treated  : — 


Ashton 

Cases. 

Outside 

Cases. 

Total. 

Remaining  in  Hospital, 

1st  January,  1934  .... 

i 

2 

3 

Admitted  during  the  year 

59 

8 

67 

Discharged  during  the  year  .... 

56 

10 

66 

Died  during  the  year  

0 

0 

0 

Remaining  in  Hospital, 

lat  January,  1935  .... 

4 

0 

4 

Districts  from  which  outside  cases  were  received  : — 


Saddleworth 4 

Limehurst  3 

Droylsden 1 


(ii)  Ashton-under  -Lyne  and  District  Joint  Smallpox 

Hospital. 

This  is  situated  at  llartshead,  three  miles  distant  from 
the  Ashton  Town  Hall. 

No  patients  were  admitted  for  the  twelve  months, 
fiii)  The  Lake  Hospital,  Fountain  Street. 

This  is  controlled  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  of 
the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

An  arrangement  exists  between  the  Ashton  Council  and 
the  Lake  Hospital  Committee  whereby  patients  are  admitted 
to  the  Maternity  Ward  for  normal  confinements. 

Table  showing  the  classification  ol  the  accommodation  for 
Sick,  Maternity  and  Mental  Cases,  and  the  number  of 
beds  occupied  on  the  31st  December,  1934. 
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BEDS. 

Classification 

Number 

Children 

of 

of  Men. 

Women. 

under  16  years 

Total. 

Wards. 

Wards. 

of  age.) 

Pro- 

Oceu- 

Pro- 

Ocou- 

Pro-  Occu- 

Pro- 

Ocou- 

vided. 

pied. 

vided.  pied. 

vided.  pied. 

vided. 

pied. 

(1) 

(2)  (3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7)  (8) 

(9) 

(10) 

1.  Medical  1 

2.  Surgical  ) 

8 120 

85 

120 

87 

17 

240 

189 

3.  Chronic  Sick 

Included 

4.  Children 

5.  Venereal 

6.  Tuberculosis 

7.  Isolation 

1 

27  22 

27 

22 

8.  Maternity 

9.  Mental 

2 

38 

16 

38 

16 

(a)  Lunacy  Act, 

1890 

1 Male  52 

52 

52 

52 

i.  Short  stay 
ii.  Long  stay 

1 Female  . . 

95 

48 

3 

95 

51 

10.  Mental 

Defectives 

11.  Other 

.. 

•• 

Total 

172 

137 

253 

151 

27  42 

452 

330 

For  actual  number  of  occupants  add  1 man,  2 women 
9 maternity  women,  private  patients. 

(iv)  District  Infirmary. 

Situate  in  Darnton  Road. 

No.  of  Beds  200 

Of  the  patients  treated,  1,144  in-patients,  and  3,236  out- 
patients, were  residents  of  Ashton.  In  addition  to  this  86 
Ashton  residents  attended  the  Pathological  Laboratory  for 
blood  counts  and  other  purposes. 

The  Borough  of  Ashton  sent  37%  of  the  total  number  of 
in-patients,  and  42%  of  the  total  of  out-patients. 

The  patients  treated  are  General  Medical  and  Surgical 
for  adults  and  children,  also  complicated  Maternity,  Puerperal 
Fever  and  Pyrexia  cases. 


An  annual  grant  of  200  guineas  is  made  by  the  Ashton 
Town  Council  towards  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 
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Report  upon  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Work. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  (1907  and  1915) 


Number  of  births  notified  600 

,,  ,,  not  notified  20 

,,  ,,  Stillbirths  notified 2L 


Lake  Hospital. 

74  mothers  were  confined  at  the  Lake  Hospital  under  the 
Council’s  Scheme.  Average  duration  of  stay  14  days. 


District  Infirmary. 


1 1 difficult  cases  were  treated  or  confined,  and  1 case  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  was  treated 

There  are  15  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  of  which  the 
following  is  a list : — 


Name  Address 

K.gHrbon,  B J.  (Mrs)  4.  Limn  Grove, 

Jones,  Louisa  (Miss)  43,  Arumlol  Street, 

Ooekbrook, 

Miiromft,  Fanny,  (Mrs.)  10,  Chester  Sqinue, 

Kay.  Kllon,  (Mrs.)  ‘23,  Henrietta  Street, 

Wofftnideii , 1.  B.,  (Mrs.)  134.  Whiteaore  ltd., 
llil>oi.Hon,  A.  E , (Mrs.)  41,  Alexandra  Street, 
Whitfield,  K.,  (Miss)  2‘2,  Minto  Street, 

Wood,  Lotty,  (Mrs.)  9-2,  Pobtlnger  Street, 

Bancroft,  A.,  (Mrs  ) 2,  Springfield  Stroet, 

Hurst  Cross, 

Hoolahan,  A.,  (Mrs.)  176.  Whiteaore  Road, 
Jnnkinson,  It  , (Mrs.)  “ Melrose  Place.” 

47,  Elizabeth  St., 

Horwood,  Bertha  (Mrs.),  209,  Stockport  Road, 
Harrop,  Agnes  (Mrs.)  II  I,  Stamford  Sq.,  Cockbrook. 
Sutcliff  s,  Mary  (Missl  74  Mansfield  Street. 

Barrett,  Lillie  (Mrs.)  70,  Hertford  Street. 


Qualification 

O.M.B. 

O.M.B. 

O.M.B. 
Boua  fide 
O.M.B. 
O.M.B. 
O.M.B. 
O.M.B. 
O.M.B. 

O.M.B. 

O.M.B. 

C M.B. 
O.M.B. 
O.M.B. 
O.M  B. 


Compensation  to  Midwives 

Your  Committee  passed  the  following  resolution  : — 

“ That,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health 
and  to  the  following  conditions,  the  Committee  agrees  to  pay 
compensation,  not  exceeding  10/-  per  case,  for  loss  of  cases,  to 
certified  mid  wives,  in  such  cases  as  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  subject  to  the  directions  of  the  Committee,  may 
approve,  for  a period  of  twelve  months. 
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1.  That  in  each  case  the  patient  (or  her  husband  or  rela- 
tions^ will  be  required  to  confirm  the  midwife’s  statement 
that  she  had  been  definitely  engaged  to  attend  the 
confinement,  and  that  she,  the  patient,  had  been  referred 
by  the  midwife  to  the  clinic  or  to  a medical  practitioner 
appointed  to  give  ante-natal  advice. 

2.  That  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Clinic  (or  the  medical 
practitioner,  as  the  case  may  be),  shall  certify  that  he  or 
she  advised  the  patient  to  be  confined  in  a Hospital  or 
Maternity  Home 

3.  That  no  payment  has  been  made  to  the  midwife  by  the 
patient  or  her  husband,  or  any  person  liable  to  maintain 
her. 

4.  That  no  compensation  shall  be  payable  to  the  midwife 
where  the  patient  herself  has  applied  to  be  confined  in  a 
Hospital  or  Maternity  Home.” 

During  the  year  no  case  of  compensation  was  paid  under  the 
above  agreement 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Investigations  into  maternal  deaths  and  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  or  Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  made  personally  by  me  as  your 
Medical  Officer.  These  inquiries  are  made  from  the  Doctor  or 
Midwife  who  attended  the  patient  at  home,  or  in  the  case  of  a 
public  institution  from  the  officials  of  the  same. 

An  arrangement  exists  between  the  Ashton  Council  and 
the  Lake  Hospital  Committee  whereby  patients  are  admitted 
to  the  Maternity  Ward  for  normal  confinements.  The  accounts 
for  these  cases  are  discharged  by  the  Ashton  Council. 

Complicated  Maternity,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Pyrexia 
Cases  are  treated  at  the  District  Infirmary. 

Maternal  Deaths  : — 

(a)  Number  of  women  who  died  in,  or  consequence  of 


childbirth  : — 

(1)  From  Sepsis 3 

(2)  From  other  causes  2 

(b)  Number  of  these  cases  which  died  : — 

( 1 ) At  home  1 

(2)  In  hospital  4 


The  five  women  who  died  had  not  attended  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinic 

The  Clinic  is  held  on  alternate  Fridays  at  Richmond 
House  and  Enville  House. 

48  sessions  were  held  during  the  year. 

210  Expectant  Mothers  made  828  attendances  at  the 
Clinics  during  the  year ; also  484  attendances  were  made  by 
expectant  mothers  at  the  ordinary  Infant  Welfare  Consulta- 
tions. 

318  visits  were  made  hy  the  Health  Visitors  to  expectant 
mothers  in  their  homes. 

74  mothers  were  confined  at  the  Lake  Hospital. 

In  all  the  cases  that  attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  the 
mothers  went  safely  through  the  confinement. 

The  defects  revealed  by  the  examinations  at  the  Ante- 


Natal  Cdnio  were  : — 

Defective  Teeth  50 

Antenna 13 

Contracted  Pelvis  8 

Oedema 5 

Varicose  Veins  9 

Albuminuria 5 

Dyspepsia 3 

Respiratory  Diseases  6 

Heart  Disease  3 

I4rea8t  Disorders  6 

Gynaecological  Disorders  6 

Debility 1 

Phthisis 1 

Pendulous  Abdomen  1 

Enlarged  Thyroid  2 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  1 

Chorea  2 

Other  Defects  8 


52  Expectant  Mothers  received  dental  treatment  at  the 
Clinic.  — — ' 

Free  milk  is  granted  in  necessitous  cases.  This  conststs 
of  a pacliet  of  dried  milk,  which  is  equivalent  to  approxi- 
mately six  pints  of  cow’s  milk  per  week. 

Adexolin  Capsules  containing  Vitamin  A.  and  D.  in  a 
concentrated  form  have  been  given  in  certain  cases  with 
beneficial  results. 
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During  the  year,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Balfour,  of  London, 
a special  enquiry  was  made  to  show  the  effects  of  work  on 
pregnancy. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  the  investigation  and  filled  in 
the  special  forms  supplied  for  the  purpose. 

The  following  is  a very  brief  summary  of  the  result  of  the 
enquiry  into  114  cases:  — 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  engaged  in  industry  ...  22 
Number  of  expectant  mothers  engaged  m housework..  92 

Total. ..114 


(1) .  Health  of  the  expectant  mothers  engaged  in  industry  : — 

(a)  Satisfactory  16  or  72  7 % 

(b)  Only  fair  6 or  27  % 

Condition  and  progress  of  baby  : — 

(a)  Satisfactory  17  or  77  2 % 

(b)  Fair  4 or  18  % 

(c)  Died  (3rd  week)  1 or  4 5 % 

(2)  Health  of  the  expectant  mothei-s  engaged  in  housework  : — 

(a)  Satisfactory  69  or  75% 

(b)  Only  fair  23  or  25% 

Condition  and  progress  of  baby  : — 


(a) 

Satisfactory 

87  or  94-5% 

(b) 

Fair 

2 or  2 % 

(c) 

Still  Births 

2 or  2 % 

(d) 

Died  (Twin) 

1 or  1 % 

Home  Visiting 

( 1 ) To  Expectant  Mothers,  First  Visits 166 

(2)  ,,  ,,  Total  Visits  318 

(3)  To  Children  under  1 year  of  age,  First  Visits 635 

(4)  ,,  .,  ,,  Total  Visits 2329 

(5)  To  Children  between  the  ages 

of  1 & 5 years,  Total  Visits 3477 

(6)  Visits  to  Still  Births  20 

(7)  ,,  Boarded-out  Children  23 

(<S)  ,,  Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 27 

(9)  Miscellaneous  Visits  394 

(10)  Visits  to  Infectious  Cases 132 

(11)  Cases  treated  43 
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Child  Welfare  Centres 

Consultations  held 139 

Attendances  at  Consultations  4159 

Number  of  Children  Weighed  9296 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  at  all  Centres  during  the 
year  : 

(1)  By  Children  under  1 year  of  age  8011 

(2)  ,,  between  the  ages  of  1 & 5 yrs.  3564 

Total  Number  of  Children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for 
the  first  time  during  the  year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance,  were  : — 

(1)  Children  under  1 year  of  age  399 

(2)  ,,  between  the  ages  of  1 & 5 years  176 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres 

during  the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were: 

(1)  Under  I year  of  age 254 

(2)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  454 

Instructional  and  Social  Classes 

Attendances  of  Mothers  3871 

Attendances  of  Toddlers  1932 

,,  at  Sewing  Classes  758 

,,  at  Cookery  Demonstrations  822 

Health  Talks  given  56 

Attendances  at  Knitting  Classes 172 

During  the  year  5426  packets  of  dried  milk  were  given  free, 
the  cost  of  which  was  as  follows  : — 

East  Centre  £172  0 6 

West  Centre  £195  14  9 

Hurst  Centre  £107  0 3 

Total  £474  15  6 

An  investigation  by  the  Health  Visitors  into  600  confine- 
ments revealed  that  there  were  : — 
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Stillbirths  21 

Dillicult  Confinements  55 

Maternal  Complications  145 

Haemorrhage  11 

Twins  3 

Premature  Births 6 

Ophthalmia  4 

Induced  Labour  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 

Puerperal  Mania 1 

Caesarean  Section  4 

Facial  Paralysis  (Child) 1 


Still  Births 

Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1915,  all  still  births 
occurring  after  the  28th  week  of  pregnancy  must  be  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Births  and  Death  Registration  Act,  1926,  makes  further 
provision  for  investigation,  registration,  and  the  burial  of  still 
births. 

The  number  of  still  births  notified  and  investigated  during 
the  year  was  21. 

The  investigation  of  these  cases  revealed  that  : — 

16  occurred  at  full-term. 

4 occurred  at  the  seventh  month. 

1 occurred  at  the  eighth  month. 

21  were  legitimate. 

7 occurred  in  Hospital. 

14  occurred  at  home. 

And  that  the  causes  were  : — 


Difficult  Confinement  4 

Macerated  Foetus 2 

Placenta  Praevia  2 

Twin  Pregnancy  2 

Breech 2 

Birth  Injury  1 

Enlarged  Liver  (Decayed  Cord)  1 

Shock  J 1 

Induced  Labour 1 

Albuminuria  1 

No  cause  ascertained  4 


Total 


21 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : — 

Number  of  cases  notified  4 

Number  of  cases  in  which  vision  was  unimpaired...  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  : — 

Number  of  cases  notified  4 

3 cases  were  treated  at  home  and  1 was  removed  to 
Hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever  : — 

Number  of  cases  notified  2 

The  cases  were  not  removed  to  Hospital. 

Eye  Clinic  : — 

I 1 children  were  referred  from  the  Welfare  Centres  to 
the  Kye  Clinic  lor  consultation  and  treatment  of  eye  defects. 

fi  of  these  were  cases  of  squint. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  : — 

50  children  were  referred  to  the  School  Clinic  for  the 
treatment  of  minor  ailments. 

Dental  Clinic  : — 

During  the  year  4 I children  and  62  expectant  mothers 
attenned  the  Dental  Clinic. 

The  Routine  Examination  of  2 year  old  Children. 

The  routine  examination  of  the  2 year  old  children  has 
been  continued.  A full  account  of  this  work  was  given  in 
previous  reports. 

Boarded-out  Children 

Administration  of  I’art  I.  of  the  Children’s  Act,  1908,  as 
amended  hy  Part  V.  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons’  Act, 
1932. 

(a)  Number  of  Persons  on  the  Pegister  who  were  receiving 


Children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year 4 

(b)  Number  of  Children  on  the  Register  at  the 

end  of  the  year 6 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end 

of  the  year  who  were  Health  Visitors 4 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


infant  Welfare  Children  requiring  Orthopaedic  treatment 
are  seen  by  the  Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at  the  School 
Clinic. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  at  the 
After-Care  Centre  : — 

Talipes. 

2 children  made  25  attendances. 

During  the  year  1 child  was  recommended  to  Biddulph. 
Rickets,  Knock-knee. 

13  children  made  45  attendances. 

During  the  year  1 child  was  recommended  to  Biddulph. 
Deformities. 

5 children  made  10  attendances. 

Rickets,  Bow-Legs. 

5 children  made  9 attendances. 

During  the  year  1 child  was  recommended  to  Biddulph. 
Unclassified. 

5 children  made  6 attendances. 

Congenital  Hip  Disease. 

1  child  made  4 attendances. 

Birth  Palsy. 

1  child  made  2 attendances  and  was  recommended  to 
Biddulph. 

Little’s  Disease. 

1 child  made  6 attendances. 

Spina  Bifida. 

1 child  made  3 attendances. 

Congenital  Calcano  Valgus. 

2 children  made  17  attendances. 

Metatarsus  Varus. 

3 children  made  12  attendances. 

Infantile  Paralysis. 

1 child  made  1 attendance  and  was  admitted  to  Biddulph. 
Claw  Boot. 

1 child  made  1 attendance. 

Adducted  Fore  Foot. 

1 child  made  5 attendances. 

Hemiplegia. 

2 children  made  4 attendances. 

Totflls. 

44  children  made  150  attendances. 

3  children  w'ere  sent  for  X-Ray  to  Ancoats. 

3  children  were  treated  at  Biddulph. 

30  children  had  surgical  appliances,  such  as  boots  W'edged 
and  splints,  supplied. 
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Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers 
Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children. 

The^e  cases  are  attended  to  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  at  the  Lake  Hospital  and  Darntou  House. 


Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

As  Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  Nursing  Homes 
Registration  Act  1927,  one  Nursing  and  Maternity  Home  is 
supervised. 

There  was  no  applications  for  registration  during  the  year. 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  (under  1 month):  — 


Cnuaea  0—1  woek 

Prematurity  6 

Convulsions  1 

Congenital  Pyloric 

Htenosis  1 

Want  of  attention  at 
Birth  (inquest)..  1 

Congenital  (deft 

Palate  0 

Heart  Failure 

(Myocarditis)...  1 

Raised  Intra-Cra- 
nial  Pressure  at 


Birth  1 

Lack  of  Cervical 

Vertebrae  1 

Congenital  Cystic 

Hygroma 1 

Atelectasis  1 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease  1 

Acute  Gastro 

Enteritis  0 

Overlapping,  acci- 
dental (inquest).  1 
Perforation  of  In- 
testine (Congen- 
ital Abrasion  of 
Colon) 1 
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1 — 2 weeks  2 

o 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 0 

1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

2 1 


8—  4 woeka  Total 

0 6 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

I 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 2 

0 2 

0 1 

0 1 

1 


—8  weeks 
0 
0 


Total 


21 


21 


Infant  Deaths  (1—12  months) 


Causes  : — 

Convulsions  5 

Broncho- Pneumonia  5 

Hydro-Cephalus  2 

Marasmus  1 

General  Asthenia  1 

Erysipelas  1 

Congenital  Syphilis  1 

Enteritis 1 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Acute  Intussusception  1 

Total 19 


Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic 

25  L children  made  2332  attendances. 


Complaints  : — 

Debility  85 

Rickets  71 

Anaemia 36 

Malnutrition  31 

Bronchitis  15 

Static  Knock- Knee  7 

Paralysis 5 

Alopecia  1 


Total 251 


Convalescent  Treatment. 

There  is  now  a Scheme  for  providing  treatment  at  a Con- 
valescent Home  for  Young  Children  under  five  years  of  age. 
The  advantage  of  a stay  in  a Convalescent  Home  at  Southport 
or  elsewhere  is  now  being  given  to  young  children  who  are 
suffering  from  Debility,  due  to  Pneumonia  or  other  causes. 

During  the  year  two  children  were  sent  to  the  Children’s 
Sanatorium,  at  Southport. 

The  following  is  a brief  report  on  the  cases  : 

1.  J.O.,  a.ged  3 years. 

This  child  suffered  from  Rickets  and  Bronchitis.  He 
was  treated  for  1 month  at  the  Children’s  Sanatorium, 
Southport.  On  his  return  he  had  gained  4 lhs.,  his  colour 
was  much  better,  and  he  was  greatly  improved. 
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2.  O.B.,  aged  3 years. 

This  child  was  very  thin  and  weakly,  and  also  he 
suffered  from  an  abscess  on  the  arm  and  from  Bronchitis. 
He  was  treated  for  8 weeks  at  the  Children’s  Sanitorium, 
Southport.  On  his  return  he  had  gained  3 lbs.  in  weight, 
his  bronchitis  was  cured,  and  there  was  an  improvement 
in  his  colour  and  appetite. 

Section  C Sanitary  Circumstances  of 
the  Area. 

Water  : — 

The  phenomenal  drought  which  affected  the  whole  country 
depleted  the  slock  of  water  in  the  Comnmtee's  Reservoirs  so 
much  that  the  public  were  asked  to  economise  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  use  of  water.  At  the  worst  period  of  the 
drought  there  remained  100  days’  supply,  and  the  reservoirs 
were  again  full  at  the  beginning  of  November.  No  restrictions 
were  imposed  on  consumers. 

The  quality  of  the  water  during  the  year  has  been  exccel- 
lent,  and  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  analysis  of  water  taken 
from  a tap  at  Wilshaw  Lane  is  representative  of  those  taken 
during  the  year.  Wilshaw  Lane  district  is  supplied  from 
Knott  Hill  Reservoir,  which,  in  its  turn,  is  supplied  from  the 
Kilter  House  at  Ashway  Cap  m Greenfield  Valley. 

Copy  of  Analysis  of  Knott  Hill  Supply. 

Sample  of  water  from  tap,  No.  40,  Wilshaw  Lane,  Water- 
loo, Ashton  under- Lyne. 

Numerical  He  suits  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 


Oxygen  absorbed,  4 hours  at  27°  C 0 031 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia,  as  NIL  3 00004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia,  as  NH.  3 0-0074 

Nitrous  Nitrogen,  as  NH.  3 Nil. 

Nitric  Nitrogen,  as  NH.  3 0045 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 125 

Hardness  Temporary  4.5 

Hehner’s  J Permanent  L5 

Method  ..  I Total  6 0 

Reaction,  pH 7 5 

Action  on  Lead,  24  hours  0 03 

M etals,  Iron P.  trace. 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Sample  of  water  from  house  tap,  No.  49,  Wilshaw  Lane, 
Waterloo,  Ashton  under- Lyne. 


‘/S 


Sample  collected  6th  June,  1934. 

Quantitive  Analysis  : Average  results  of  three  examinations . 

Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing 
on  nutrient  gelatine  in  three 
days  at  20° 

Non-liquefying  bacteria  

Liquefying  bacteria 


Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing 
on  standard  agar  in  48  hours 


Qualitive  Analysts. 

Bacteria  associated  with  sewage  or  faecal  pollution. 

Quantity  of  water  in  which 
these  bacteria  were 


found  not  found 

Bacillus  coli 100  c.c. 


Remarks  : These  remarks  are  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  Ashton-uuder-Lyne 
district,  which  includes  Audenshaw  and  Limehurst  for  the  year 


ending  25th  March,  1934,  was  : — 

gallons. 

(1.)  For  domestic  puposes.  400,047,450 

(2.)  For  trade  purposes.  103,843,550 

(2a.)  For  trade  purposes  (waste  water 

from  disused  gathering  grounds).  19,486,300 


Total 583,377,300 


Consumption  per  head  per  day  in  gallons  21-26 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage  : — 

The  conduit  between  the  storm  overflow  and  the  grit 
chambers  has  been  reconstructed  as  an  open  channel  and  the 
venturi  tube  meter  has  been  replaced  by  a flume. 

The  3 x D.W.F.  storm  overflow  has  been  increased  from 
ten  foot  to  fifty  foot  in  length,  and  anew  recorder  has  beeu  in- 
stalled to  record  normal  flows  and  storm  flows  separately  on 
one  chart. 


No.  of  colonies  in  1 gramme 
(15  43  grains)  of  water. 

223 

130 


Total...  353 
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(iii)  Public  Cleansing 

This  has  been  carried  out  on  the  same  lines  as  last  year, 
when  a full  account  was  given  of  the  same. 


Number  of  dry  ashpits  197 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets 5036 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  10169 

Number  of  moveable  ash  bins 10417 


Sec  the  Report  of  the 
Chief 

Sanitary  Superintendent 
appended. 

(iv)  Rag  Flock  Acts,  19i1  and  1928  — 

We  have  no  premises  in  the  district  on  which  rag  flock  is 
manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Public 
Elementary  Schools  is  satisfactory.  Details  of  this  are  given 
in  the  teport  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  close  any  schools  during  the  year  on  account  of 
Infectious  disease.  The  procedure  adopted  was  the  exclusion 
and  observation  of  contacts. 

Housing  Conditions. 

There  is  a general  shortage  of  houses.  The  waiting  list 
of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  on  December  30th,  1934, 
was  1877. 

The  number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  period  1st 
January,  1919  to  31st  December,  1933,  is  as  follows  : — 


By  the  Local  Authority  1069 

By  Private  Enterprise  197 

Total 1266 


The  houses  which  have  been  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  are  distributed  over  eight  estates  : 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the 
Area. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Special  Classes  of 
Premises  and  Occupations 
subject  to  control  by  the 
Local  Authority. 


25 


Gambrel  Bank  Estate  - 

- 

106  houses 

Broadoak  ,, 

- 

156  „ 

Oak  fold  ,, 

- 

144  ,, 

Hurst  ,, 

- 

172  „ 

Hurst  Knoll  ,, 

- 

232  „ 

West  End  ,, 

- 

114 

Heys  (assisted)  ,, 

- 

60  „ 

,,  (unasssisted) 

- 

67  „ 

Kowley  Street  ,, 

- 

18  „ 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

During  the  year  the  following  areas  were  represented  to 
the  Council  as  Clearance  Areas;  — 

Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Holden  Street,  etc.,  Clearance  Order,  1934. 

Nook  Lane  and  Wells  Street,  Clearance  Order,  1934. 
Carr  Street,  Clearance  Order,  ,, 

Lees  Yard,  etc.,  Clearance  Order,  ,, 

Winter  Street,  etc.,  Clearance  Order,  ,, 

The  Charlestown. 

York  Street,  etc.,  Clearance  Order,  1935. 

Canning  Street,  etc.,  Clearance  Order,  ,, 

Peel  Street,  etc.,  Clearance  Order,  ,, 

Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Adelphi  Conrt,  etc.,  Clearance  Order,  ,, 

Ilibbert’s  Yard,  etc.,  Clearance  Older,  ,, 

Camp  Street,  Clearance  Order,  ,, 

These  eleven  areas  consist  of : — 

205  Dwellinghouses. 

Four  houses  used  as,  2 Common  Lodging  Houses. 

4 Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

7 Dwellinghouses  and  Shops. 

1 Bakehouse. 

1 Stable. 

1 School  Clinic. 

3 Workshops. 

1 Store. 

The  first  five  Areas  were  the  subject  of  an  Inquiry  in 
September,  and  were  duly  confirmed  by  the  Minister,  subject 
to  minor  exceptions,  and  the  Inquiry  for  confirmation  of  the 
rema  ning  areas  has  been  fixed  for  Mat  ch  next. 

In  addition,  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  have  been 
issued  dealing  with  31  bouses. 

These  proposals  practically  complete  the  five  years'  pro- 
gramme submitted  to  the  Minister  in  September,  1933. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  : — 

(a)  Milk  supply 

( b ) Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(c)  Adulteration,  &c. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food 
is  detailed  in  the  following  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Section  F Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Smallpox. 

There  have  been  no  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

93  cases  were  notified.  Of  these,  59  were  removed  to  the 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital  and  treated  there. 

Diphtheria. 

38  cases  were  notified.  2i  of  these  were  sent  to 
Hospital.  There  were  0 deaths. 

A supply  of  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Central  Police  Station, 
where  it.  may  he  obtained  free  of  cost  by  medical  practitioners 
at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night.  488,000  units  were  so  issued. 

Several  cases  having  occurred  in  St  James’  School,  the 
following  report  was  presented  by  me  in  May: — 

During  the  nasi  five  months  eight  children  attending  this 
school  have  suffered  from  Diphtheria.  The  first  case  was 
notified  on  28th  December,  1933,  the  last  on  7th  May,  1934. 

The  first,  five  cases  have  recovered,  the  last  three  are  now 
in  hospital,  they  all  attended  the  infant  department.  1 have 
made  several  visits  to  the  department  in  investigating  the 
matter,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  children  lived  in 
several  separate  districts,  I suspected  the  presence  in  school  of 
a carrier,  that  is,  a child  who  was  in  good  health  itself  hut 
possessed  the  germs  of  diphtheria  in  its  throat  and  hereby  in- 
fected other  children.  I therefore  took  swabs  from  the  throats 
of  all  the  children  in  the  classes  of  the  infant  department, 
where  the  cases  had  occurred,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  connected  with  the  University  of 
Manchester.  The  riumoer  examined  was  64.  The  swabs 
were  forwarded  immediately  to  the  Laboratory  and  there 
examined.  The  report  is  that,  in  no  instance  was  the  Diph- 
theria germ  discovered,  no  carrier  was  found. 
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In  addition  to  this,  the  several  rooms  of  the  infant 
department  have  been  thoroughly  fumigated  by  the  Health 
Department,  also  the  classes  were  closed  for  one  day  and  a 
special  scrubbing  and  cleansing  carried  out. 

Our  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has,  this  week,  made  a 
survey  of  the  sanitary  conditions  at  the  school,  and  reports  as 
follows  : — 

“ ST.  JAMES’  INFANT  SCHOOL. 

Visited  on  the  7th  May,  1934,  re  outbreak  of  Diphtheria. 
Suggested  Improvements. 

1.  Abolition  of  waste  water  closets  and  provision  of 
proper  wash  down  closets. 

2.  Disconnection  of  all  downspouts  from  the  drains. 

3.  All  downspouts  to  lie  provided  with  a properly 
trapped  gully. 

C.  SYKES  HANDFORTH.” 

I suggest  that  improvements  2 and  3 mentioned  herein  be 
carried  out  at  once,  and  further,  that  the  waste  water  closets 
be  abolished  and  proper  fresh  water  closets  be  provided  at  an 
early  date. 

The  three  patients  recently  affected  have  all  been 
removed  to  hospital,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  are  making 
satisfactory  progress. 

Measles. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  prevailed  in  the  Borough  The  first  cases  appealed 
in  the  West  End,  from  which  it  spread  to  include  the  whole 
area.  Four  nurses  were  immediately  placed  on  the  special 
duty  of  visiting  the  homes  of  children  affected,  for  the  purpose 
of  advising  parents  concerning  treatment,  &c.  Parents  took  a 
much  more  serious  view  of  the  ailment  than  in  former  years 
and  usually  called  in  a doctor  at  once,  and  gave  all  the 
attention  and  care  requisite.  I made  a series  of  special  visits 
to  all  the  schools  in  order  to  consult  with  the  teachers  and 
advise  concerning  exclusion  of  children  and  the  carrying  out  of 
necessary  hygienic  measures. 

The  schools  in  which  the  attendance  fell  below  60%  of 
scholars  on  the  register,  were  : — Parochial  Central,  Cockbrook 
Junior,  Charlestown  Council,  Gatefield,  Holy  Trinity,  St. 
James's,  St.  Mary’s,  St.  Peter’s,  Welbeck  Street,  St.  James's, 
H urst. 
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The  total  number  of  cases  ascertained  was  814,  and  the 
number  of  visits  paid  by  your  uurses  to  the  homes  was  736. 

The  most  usual  complications  were  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis,  24  cases  of  Pneumonia  being  reported,  all  of  which 
were  attended  by  the  nurses  from  the  District  Nursing  Home. 

No.  of  Cases  and  Deaths  for  the  years  1925  to  1934  : — 


1925 

0*868, 

19 

Deaths. 

4 

1926 

16 

2 

1927 

20 

0 

1928 

27 

6 

1929 

• • • 

19 

2 

1930 

• • • 

36 

3 

1931 

13 

3 

1932 

24 

1 

1933 

16 

0 

1934 

• • • 

39 

0 

Cancer. 

Cancer  accounted  for  98  deaths. 

Of  these,  51  were  males, 

47  females.  The 

ages  at  which  they  occurred  were  : — 

Y ears. .. 

25  - 45 

45—65 

65  and  upwards 

Deaths 

27 

30 

41 

Numner  of  Deaths  in  the  years: 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1980 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

82 

68 

68 

71 

104 

66 

85 

98 

Circulars  were  distributed  at  the  Maternity  and  Welfare 
Centres  advising  the  public  to  obtain  immediate  medical  advice 
in  suspected  cases. 


Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  of  288  Throat  Swabs,  27  were 
found  to  contain  Diphtheria  Bacilli.  3 Typhoid,  0 Positive. 

Disinfection  of  premises  by  Formalin  or  Sulphur  was 
carried  out  in  205  cases.  Disinfection  of  116  articles  by  High 
Pressure  Steam  Disinfector. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 
the  Year  1934  : — 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small- pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

93 

59 

0 

Diphtheria  

38 

21 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

Pneumonia  

100 

15 

0 

Other  diseases  generally  noti- 
fiable. Enceph. 

Lethargica. . 

0 

0 

3 

Other  diseases  notifiable 
locally — Cerebro  Spinal 

Meniugitis. . 

1 

0 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

4 

1 

0 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  in  the  newly  born  are  visited  by  your 
Health  Visitors  immediately  upon  receipt  of  notification  by  the 
County  Authority.  A report  is  made  of  the  condition  of  the 
eyesight  and  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  treatment  which 
is  being  given. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases 

Vision 

un- 

impaired 

Treated 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

at  home 

In  Hospital 

4 

3 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 
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TUBERCU  I -OSIS. 


New  Ca8f,b  and  Mortality  during  1934. 


New 

Cases. 

DEATHS. 

Age  -Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonnry 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

Years. 
0 1 

1 

•• 

15 

•• 

• • 

2 

1 

5 10 

•• 

•• 

3 

•• 

•• 

•• 

1 

10-16  .. 

•• 

3 

•• 

2 

15  20 

3 

2 

4 

3 

1 

•• 

20—25 

1 

5 

•• 

3 

•• 

• • 

25-85 

12 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

35  46 

4 

• • 

1 

• • 

4 

1 

45-65 

4 

1 

•• 

•• 

4 

5 

1 

65  65 

2 

1 

•• 

• • 

4 

3 

• • 

65  and  upwards 

2 

•• 

•• 

•• 

2 

•• 

•• 

•• 

Totals 

28 

14 

14 

8 

1C 

13 

3 

2 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula- 
tions, 1925  — 

No  action  has  been  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Hection. 

Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the 

Year  1934. 

During  the  year  1934,  sixty-five  notifications  of  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  were  received.  Of  these,  forty- 
two  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs, 
twenty-two  from  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  one  com- 
bined case.  The  combined  case  had  positive  sputum. 
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Of  the  forty-two  pulmonary  cases,  twenty-six  were  found 
to  have  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum,  nine  had  negative 
sputum,  seven  had  no  sputum. 

The  twenty-two  non-pulmonary  cases  are  classified  as 
follows  : — 

Glands....  5 Abdomen  ..  6 Spine  ..  2 Elbow 0 

Hip 1 Dactylitis  ..  0 Meninges  2 Genito-urinary  2 

Knee  ....  1 Ribs 0 Multiple  0 Ankle 0 

Skin 1 Foot 0 Skin  & Glands 0 

Axilla  ....  1 Perineum  ..  1 

Niue  of  the  notified  cases  died  during  the  year,  (seven 
pulmonary,  two  non-pulmonary). 

Fifty-five  of  the  cases  applied  for  treatment.  In  the 
remaining  ten  cases,  no  application  was  made,  for  the  following 
reasons  : diagnosis  not  confirmed  after  examination  (5) ; In 

Union  Hospital  (0)  ; Removed  from  district  (0)  ; Died  imme- 
diately after  notification  (4)  ; Refused  to  apply  (0)  ; No  action 
necessary  (0). 

Of  the  patients  who  applied  for  treatment,  seven  cases 
were  sent  to  Orthopaedic  Institutions,  Skin  Hospital, 
twenty  were  sent  to  Sanatoria,  eleven  to  Pulmonary  Hospital, 
one  to  General  Hospital,  one  to  non-pulmonary  Sanatoria.  The 
remaining  fourteen  cases  were  under  Dispensary  Supervision 
only. 

In  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  a number  of  patients  are 
sent  to  the  Dispensary  for  diagnosis.  During  the  year  two- 
hundred-and-two  new  cases  were  sent  for  diagnosis  by  tbe 
Doctors,  School  Medical  Officers,  etc.  The  number  of  re-at- 
tendances of  old  patients  at  the  Dispensary  for  supervision  and 
arrangements  for  treatment,  was  915. 

Special  enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  health  of  other  in- 
mates of  the  house  where  there  are  patients  suffering  from 
definite  Tuberculosis,  and  fifty-one  of  these  contacts  were 
examined  during  the  year. 

In  supervision  and  visiting,  special  attention  is  paid  to  the 
open  cases,  i.e.,  cases  where  tubercle  bacilli  are  present  or  have 
been  found  in  the  sputum.  On  the  1st  January,  1934,  there 
were  ninety-eight  such  cases  known  to  be  living  in  tbe  District. 
On  the  31st  December,  1934,  there  were  eighty-seven  positive 
cases  living  These  figures  include  quiescent  and  arrested  cases. 

Twenty-four  of  the  positive  cases  died  during  tbe  year. 

Twelve  positive  cases  removed  from  tbe  district  during  tbe 
year. 


The  condition  as  to  isolation  of  the  positive  cases  was  as 


follows  : — 

Separate  room  58 

Separate  bed  56 

Unable  to  have  separate  bed  9 


Fifty-one  of  the  positive  cases  were  in  Institution  for 
treatment  and  isolation  at  some  time  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  positive  cases  living  at  31st  December, 
1934,  who  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  during  1934,  was 
fifty-eight.  The  other  nineteen  had  either  negative  or  no 
sputum. 

Of  the  fifty-eight  cases  who  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  the 
sputum  during  1934,  twenty-nine  had  separate  room,  seventeen 
had  separate  lied,  and  twenty-one  were  in  Institution  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  One  case  could  not  he  isolated. 

Two  housing  defects  were  reported  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  two  had  been  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two-hundred  and-seventy-two  specimens  of  sputum  were 
examined  at  the  Ashton  Laboratory  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
sixty-five  were  positive,  and  two-hundred-and-seven  were 
negative. 

During  the  year  1934,  sixty  seven  cases  were  discharged 
from  institutions  as  follows  : 


Sanatoria  

Pulmonary  Hospital  

General  Hospital 

Orthopaedic  Hospital  

Non- Pulmonary  Sanatoria 

Skin  Hospital  

The  results  on  discharge  were  as  follows  : — 

Quiescent  or  arrested  

Inmroved  

I.s  q 

Worse  

Dead  


34 

Hi 

4 

11 

0 

2 


32 

6 

5 

9 


During  the  year,  there  were  two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
where  the  cases  had  not  been  notified  previously 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

There  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1933,  two- 
hundred-and-fourteen  patients. 

128  new  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  1934,  of 
whom  53  came  from  Ashton-under- Lyne. 


33 


The  total  attendances  for  the  year  were  6497,  and  on 
December  31st,  1934,  there  were  185  patients  remaining  under 
treatment. 

There  were  1370  specimens  examined  in  the  Laboratory 
from  the  Clinic  and  101 5 injections  of  Arsenotengene  (Salvarsan) 
and  714  Bismuth  injections  given. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  rooms  in  the 
houses  affected,  cases  notified,  removed  to  Hospital,  treated  at 
home,  also  the  number  of  occupants  and  rate  of  attack. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


No.  of  Rooms  in  the 

houses  affected .... 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Over 

6 

rooms 

Total 

Cases  notified  

1 

2 

23 

7 

5 

4 

42 

Cases  treated  at 

Sanatorium  

0 

0 

4 

1 

1 

0 

6 

Cases  treated  at  Home 

1 

2 

19 

6 

4 

4 

36 

No.  of  occupants  at 

all  ages  

3 

4 

108 

37 

28 

21 

201 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000. . 

0-05 

007 

209 

0-71 

0-54 

040 

3.89 

29  deaths  were  recorded.  Death  Rate  0 56. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  found  to  exist,  in  houses 

of  four  rooms. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


No.  of  rooms  in 
the  houses 
affected  

4 

5 

6 

Over  6 
Rooms 

Totals. 

Cases  notified  . . 

38 

25 

22 

8 

93 

Cases  removed 
to  Hospital .... 

24 

12 

18 

6 

59 

Cases  treated  at 
Home 

14 

14 

4 

2 

34 

No.  of  ocoupantB 
ut  all  ages  .... 

159 

107 

110 

56 

4 32 

Attack  Rate  per 
1,000  

9 08 

207 

213 

1'08 

8-3 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  found  to  exist,  which 
occurred  in  houses  with  four  rooms. 

DIPHTHERIA. 


No.  of  rooms  in  houses 
affected  

4 

5 

6 

Over 
6 rooms 

Totals. 

Cases  notified  

31 

0 

1 

G 

38 

Cases  removed  to 

Hospital 

20 

0 

0 

1 

21 

Cases  treated  at  home. . 

10 

0 

2 

5 

17 

No.  of  Occupants  at 

all  ages  

130 

0 

7 

24 

1G1 

Attack  Rate  per  1,000.. 

2-52 

00 

013 

0-46 

3 1 

Three  deaths  occurred.  Death  rale  0 05. 


One  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  to  exist. 
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A Return  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  and 
Death  Rate, 

From  the  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  ; also  Phthisis  and 
Respiratory  Diseases,  from  1925  to  1934  inclusive.. 


Names  of  Diseases 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

Enteric 

Malaria 

3 

... 

4 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles 

6 

12 

3 

5 

1 

11 

1 

6 

1 

10 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough... 

7 

3 

9 

1 

14 

1 

o 

1 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  includ’g 
Membranous  Croup 

4 

2 

6 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Typhus  Fever  

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

• • . 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

. . . 

2 

... 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea  i 

15 

11 

12 

7 

7 

3 

1 

9 

4 

Dysentry  j 

Erysipelas  

2 

Chicken  Pox 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

Encephalitis  Leth. 

1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Total  Deaths  from 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

36 

35 

28 

28 

33 

25 

12 

11 

16 

26 

Death  Rate  from 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

0-8 

0-8 

0 6 

0-5 

0-6 

0-48 

0-23 

0-21 

0-31 

0-50 

Deaths — Phthisis ... 

43 

46 

38 

62 

39 

36 

39 

31 

37 

29 

Rate 

0-9 

10 

0-8 

11 

0-75 

0-69 

0-75 

0 59 

0.73 

0-56 

Deaths  from  Res- 
piratory Diseases 

144 

103 

92 

101 

170 

72 

105 

82 

117 

65 

Rate 

3-2 

2-3 

1-8 

1 9 

3-2 

1-39 

202 

1-5 

0-2 

1-2 

Deaths  from  other 
Causes 

428 

445 

514 

532 

623 

509 

555 

573 

531 

525 

Rate 

9-8 

10-4 

9-9 

10-2 

11  9 

9-83 

10-7 

10  9 

10-5 

10  1 

Total  Deaths  from 
all  causes  

649 

629 

672 

722 

H65 

642 

711 

697 

704 

645 

General  Death  Rate 
from  all  causes.. 

14  7 

1 

14  6 

13  2 

13-3 

16  6 

12-4 

i 13-7 

13.3 

13-9 

12-8 

3G 


LAJ 

z 

> 

_l 

I 

Cl 

Ui 

Q 

Z 

D 

l 

Z 

0 

I- 

1 

(/) 

< 


•Rates  in  columns  5,  7 and  13  are  calculated  per  1000  of  the  estimated  gross  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  1983.  Total  population  of  all  ages,  51040.  ( At  census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  13,871  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  3'73.  f of  1931. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age 
during  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1934. 


Cause  of  Death. 

U nder  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 
1 month 

! 1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

Ale  (Certified 

22 

22 

1 

5 

7 

11 

46 

Causes  (Uncertified  

Smallpox  

Chicken-pox 

Measles  

5 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  and  ') 

Croup )’ 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

( Diarrhoea  

Enteritis  

Tuberculous  ) 

Meningitis) 

Abdominal  | 

•• 

•• 

Tuberculosis  (b) ) 

OtherTuherculous ) 

. . 

•• 

Diseases! 

/Congenital  1 

•• 

Malformations  (c)  j- 

5 

5 

5 

Premature  Birth  I 

Atrophy,  Debility) 

16 

16 

. . 

16 

^ and  Marasmus  j 

Atelectasis 

Injury  at  Birth 

•• 

•• 

-- 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets  ... 

Meningitis  not  ) 

Tuberculous ) 

Convulsions  

• • 

Gastritis  

Laryngitis  

" 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia,  (all  ) 

forms)  f 

Suffocation,  ) 

1 •• 

1 

2 

5 

8 

overlying  j 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 • • 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

11 

Total 

22 

22 

1 

5 

7 

1 1 

46 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year 


I Legitimate,  614. 
Illegitimate,  31. 


Nett  Deatns  in  the  Year 


Legitimate,  45. 
Illegitimate,  1. 


SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS,  DEATHS,  AND  RATES  IN  WARDS  AND  PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1934. 


33 


Zymotic  Deaths 
and  Kate 
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(3)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.-Cases  Notified. 


disease. 


Total 
Cases 
at  all 
Ages. 


Years. 


Un- 

der 

1 


Smallpox 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 
branous Croup 

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  including 

Paratyphoid  

Puerperal  Fever  

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Malaria  

Trench  Fever 

Dysentrv 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumoni 
Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.. 
Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  

Any  other  diseases 

notifiable  in  district 
Measles  and  German 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  &c.,  (under 

2 years)  

Chicken  Pox  

Any  other  diseases  .... 
I’uerperal  Pyrexia 


Totals. 


38 

19 

93 


94  • 

6 

42 

22 


325 


1—2 


2—3 


10 


3—4 


11 


13 


15 


5-10 


19 


15 

to 

20 


22 


72  | 42  i 18 


43 


35  | 45  I 6fT 
to  to  and 
45  65  over 


18 


34  21 


2 I 9 I 6 

1 1 . . 


9 J 16  8 

■ ■ • 4 

6 8 2 

1-1  •• 


St. 
Pecei 
Wt,  r 


6 

3 

27 


35 

1 

13 


"I 

jj 

95  I 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality 
(e.g.  Parish  or  Ward)  of  the  District 


Hospital. 


Total  cases 
removed 

to 


Deaths  in, 

Hospital 
of  persons 


50 

Hospital,  belonging 
to  district. 


CAUSES  OP,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1934, 


Causes  of  Death. 


Ale  I Certified  (c) 
Causes  Uncertified  . 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza  

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Cereliro-Spinal  Fever 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Svphillis 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes, 

Dorsalis 

Canoer,  Malignant  Diseases  

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

Heart  Disease 

Aneurysm 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea,  (fee.  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Li\cr,  etc 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

Malformations,  etc 

Senility 

Suicide  

Other  violence 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

Causpb  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 
Smallpox,  Poliomyelitis 
Polioencephalitis 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Residents ’’  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District'  (a) 


640 

5 


10 


3 

3 

5 

3 
2 

29 

5 

4 

8 

98 

11 

33 
159 

1 

21 

20 

34 

6 
4 

4 

5 
1 
4 

22 

23 

3 

2 

21 

9 

10 

22 

60 


Total 


I 

. 645 


St.  Peter's 
Ward 


Portland 
Ward.  ( 


Market 

Ward. 


Michael’s 

Ward. 


Hurst 
Mast  Ward 


Included  in  the  above  are  50  deaths  of  residents  not  registered  in  the  district  whi 


Hurst 
W’st  Ward 


Lake 

Hospital 


t-H 

U 

V 

HD 

□ 

3 

3 

1 and 
under  2. 

2 and 

u'  under  5. 

to 
T3  rH 
C ^ 
c3  ® 
XS 

*0  G 

3 

6 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 

00  under  45. 

45  and 
under  65. 

03 

rO 

a «- 

rt  cfl 

m £ 

to  CL 

3 

10 

Under 

5 

Above 

5 

Under 

5 

Above 

X 

<13 

r 

03 

> 

O to 

r-Q 

c 

Under 

5 

Above 

5 

Under  , 

5 

Above 

5 

Under 

5 

Above 

5 

Under  I 

46 

16 

10 

16 

13 

83 

19S 

258 

15 

103 

9 

62 

19 

87 

3 

37 

2 

37 

4 

30 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

l 

5 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

9 

9 

5 

4 

9 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

27 

30 

41 

16 

81 

12 

11 

9 

12 

1 

4 

6 

2 

i 

19 

13 

5 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

12 

53 

85 

1 

36 

18 

2 

37 

11 

10 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

10 

4 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

9 

1 

5 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

8 

2 

2 

1 

2 

l 

6 

12 

2 

4. 

3 

3 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

l 

i 

6 

5 

10 

.. 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

10 

9 

3 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

2 

21 

5 

2 

5 

1 

1 

5 

9 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

£ 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

2 

6 

11 

2 

: 

1 

1 

1 

8 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

22 

15 

2 

12 

2 

< 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

46 

16 

14 

16 

13 

81 

199 

260 

15 

106 

9 

61 

19 

88 

3 

37 

2 

37 

4 

30 

11 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

BIRTHS . 

63 

51 

43 

S' 

50 

54 

25 

30 

17 

21 

32 

27 

77 

132 

0 


132 


Infirmary 

Borough 

Hospital 

Totals. 

Total  Deat 
of  “ Non- 
Residents 
in 

Institution 
in  the 
District.  (1 

11 

Under 

5 

Above 

5 

Under 

5 

Above 

5 

Males. 

Females. 

9 

80 

0 

0 

340 

300 

423 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

•• 

•• 

9 

1 

3 

2 

1 

i 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

19 

10 

10 

2 

3 

9 

2 

2 

6 

2 

14 

51 

47 

42 

4 

5 

6 

2 

6 

8 

25 

23 

i 

11 

84 

75 

89 

1 

1 

4 

11 

10 

24 

i 

11 

9 

4 

l 

3 

18 

16 

61 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

4 

l 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

5 

14 

8 

1 

i 

4 

10 

13 

10 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

11 

10 

13 

3 

6 

11 

7 

3 

3 

1 

7 

11 

11 

32 

1 

10 

39 

21 

80 

2 

9 

80 

0 

0 

343 

302 

423 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

23 

18 

0 

0 

330  315 

645 

h have  been  allocated  to  the  diseases,  wards  and  sex  to  which  they  belong. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  Year  1934. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  & Building 
Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Councillor  Heginbottom,  and  Gentlemen. 

1 beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Third  Annual 
Report  respecting  the  work  carried  out  during  1934  in  my 
Department. 

Work  under  the  Housiug  Act  1930  proceeded  apace  and 
during  the  year  eleven  Clearance  Orders  being  declared  by  the 
Council.  The  buildings  included  in  the  Order,  comprised: — 


Dwelling-houses  ...  *205 

Dwelling  houses  and  Shops  - 7 

Common  bodging  Houses-  - 2 

Other  Buildings  7 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  - - 4 


The  Orders  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  confirma- 
tion and  an  inquiry  regarding  five  of  the  areas  was  held  by 
Shirley  Knight,  Esq  , f.r.i.b.a.  in  September  and  except  for 
the  exclusion  of  four  buildings  the  proposals  of  the  Corporation 
were  confirmed. 

Respecting  the  remaining  six  areas  it  is  expected  that  the 
Minister  of  Health  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  held  early  in 
1935. 

With  the  submission  of  these  areas  the  five  years’  pro" 
gramme  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  September 
1933  was  practically  completed  and  it  will  now  be  possible  to 
proceed  with  the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  Supple- 
mentary Programme  which  the  Council  has  had  for  some  time, 
under  consideration. 

In  addition  12  individual  houses  were  represented  to  the 
Committee  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  abolition  of  the 
Ashpits  etc.  in  the  town  and  during  the  year  2, 1 76  dust  bins 
were  supplied  under  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  Corporation. 

Although  the  total  number  of  bin3  supplied  under  the 
scheme  is  slightly  less  than  the  previous  year  4,176  compared 
with  2.479  it  is  estimated  that  the  time  devoted  to  this  branch 
of  the  work  has  been  much  greater  in  1934  than  in  1933  owing 
to  the  larger  number  of  interviews  and  visits  that  have  been 
found  necessary.  In  the  previous  year  many  of  the  properties 
were  in  blocks  in  the  same  ownership,  but  during  1934  it  was 
found  that  a very  Urge  number  of  houses  were  owner-occupied 
or  owned  in  blocks  of  two  or  th  ee,  with  in  many  cases  the 
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existing  accommodation  in  joint  ownership  and  this  of  course 
entailed  much  negotiation  to  reach  a satisfactory  settlement. 
It  is,  however,  very  pleasing  to  note  that  the  owners  have 
aga  n,  after  the  scheme  has  been  properly  explained  to  them, 
willingly  carried  out  our  requirement. 

We  have  now  had  an  opportunity  of  assessing  the  value  of 
the  proposals.  We  are  finding  the  hack  passages  and 
approaches  to  the  dwellings  shew  a marked  improvement  from 
a sanitary  point  of  view.  It  is  also  evident  that  the  tenants 
do  appreciate  the  improved  conditions  and  in  many  instances 
yard  and  passage  walls  have  been  limewashed  and  a real 
attempt  has  been  made  to  keep  the  yards  and  passages  clean 
and  tidy. 

Meat  inspection  has  continued  to  occupy  a prominent 
place  in  the  work  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  routine 
inspection  bus  been  carried  out  as  here-to-fore. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  obvious  that  the  greatly 
increased  work  thrown  upon  the  Department  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  carried  out  without  an  increase  in  the  staff  and 
m September  last  Mr.  H.  Hunter  was  appointed  an  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  anil  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that 
he  has  fulfilled  all  our  expectations  and  has  proved  himself  to 
be  a very  capable  and  efficient  colleague.  Both  Mr.  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Ward  have  rendered  very  valuable  assistance  in  the 
work  of  the  Department  and  l should  like  to  place  on  record 
my  high  appreciation  of  their  work. 

I also  desire  to  tender  my  personal  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  fortheir  unfailing 
kindness  during  the  year  and  for  the  consideration  they  have 
always  given  to  the  various  matters  brought  to  their  notice. 

To  the  Town  Clerk  J am  very  greatly  indebted  for  his  courtesy 
and  for  the  advice  and  assistance  he  has  given  me  on  occasions 
too  numerous  to  mention. 

I should  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  tny 
tribute  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  J.  W.  Talent). 
For  three  years  it  as  been  my  privilege  to  be  in  daily  associa- 
tion with  him.  His  advice  and  support,  his  geniality  and 
consideration  have  been  a source  of  encouragement  in  the 
carrying  out  of  many  intricate  and  delicate  tasks. 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.  SYKES  HANDFORTH. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspector  's  Office, 

Ashton-under-  Lyne. 

June,  1935. 
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Details  of  Inspections  made  and  Work  carried  out 
during  1934. 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  and  found  (excluding 

dust  biu  scheme)  880 

,,  ,,  abated 843 

Statutory  Notices  served 6 

Preliminary  Notices  and  Letters  served  with  respect  to 

Nuisances  172 

Notices  sent  re  infectious  diseases  140 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  82 

,,  bouses  disinfected  205 

,,  library  books  disinfected  732 

,,  articles  removed  and  disinfected 164 

,,  visits  to  houses  re  infectious  diseases  128 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  re  defective  and  choked 

W.C’s  and  W.W.O’s,  etc...  620 

,,  ,,  ,,  slop  sinks,  waste  and  soil 

pipes  1 

,,  ,,  under  Housing  Acts  1516 

,,  „ common  lodging-houses,  furnished 

rooms  and  dwelling  vans  203 

,,  ,,  slaughter-houses 925 

,,  ,,  cowsheds,  milkshops,  refreshment 

houses,  ice  cream  makers  aud 
bakehouses 96 

,,  ,,  Factories  and  Workshops 141 

,,  ,,  Offensive  Trade  Premises 25 

,,  ,,  Keinspections — work  in  progress,  etc.  967 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken  16 

,,  ,,  Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs 

(.adulteration)  Act  112 

,,  ,,  notices  and  letters  served  re  Ashpit  Con- 
version Scheme  3098 

,,  ,,  Dust  Bins  supplied  2176 

,.  ,,  visits  to  premises  in  connection  with 

Ashpit  Scheme 4157 
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1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(21 

Written  Notioes. 
(8) 

Prosecution 

«) 

Factories  (Including  Factory 
Laundries) 

96 

6 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries) 

30 

2 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises) 

15 

• • 

Total  . . 

141 

8 

•• 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

00 

Remedied 

(8) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

of 

Prosecutions 

(6 

Nuisances  untier  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .. 

3 

4 

0 

0 

Want  of  Ventilation  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Overcrowding  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

insufficient  

1 

2 

0 

0 

unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

2 

5 

0 

0 

not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Offences  under  the  Factory 

and  Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s.  101) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences  

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  theSchedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1021.) 

Total 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

13 

0 

0 

43 


FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  is  the  same 
as  in  1933,  viz:— live. 

The  milk  produced  in  the  town  is  only  a very  small 
proportion  of  the  quantity  consumed. 

Five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  forwarded  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Manchester  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacilli.  All  were  reported 
to  be  “ negative.” 

Twelve  samples  were  taken  for  Bacterial  Count  and  for 
examination  for  the  presence  of  B.  Coli  and  the  under  mentioned 
table  gives  the  results  as  received  from  the  Bacteriologist. 

Table  No  1. 


1.  of 

Type  of 

Total  Bacteria 

B.  Coli 

nple 

Milk. 

per  c.c. 

present  in 
1/100  c.c. 

1 

Certified 

18,000 

Present 

2 

Certified 

850 

Absent 

3 

Certified 

5,800 

Absent 

4 

Pasteurized 

8,800 

Present 

5 

Grade  A (T.T.) 

1,015,000 

Present 

6 

Pasteurized 

3,520,000 

Present 

7 

Pasteurized 

63,000 

Present 

8 

Ordinary 

40  000 

Pi  esent 

9 

1 1 

24,000 

Present 

10 

11 

110,700 

Absent 

11 

»> 

753,000 

Present 

12 

11 

87,000 

Present 

The  necessary  steps  were  taken  in  those  cases  which  were 
not  satisfactory. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  official  standard  for  ordinary  milk 
but  every  effort  is  made  to  induce  producers  to  supply  a milk 
that  is  at  least  equivalent  to  a Grade  “A”  Standard. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1923. 

The  following  licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Corporation 
under  the  above  Order  : — - 

Two  pasteurisers  licenses  to  use  the  designation 
“ Pasteurized 

Three  dealers’  licenses  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,,  Grade 

“ A ” (T.T.) 

One  Supplementary  licence  to  use  the  designation 
“•  Certified 

The  two  Pasteurizing  plants  have  continued  to  give  good 
results  during  the  year. 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  1928. 

During  the  year  112  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
samples  taken. 

The  average  proportion  of  fat  in  the  57  samples  of  milk 
was  3.60  compared  with  3.71  in  1933  and  the  non-fatty  solids 
averaged  8.99  compared  with  8.88  in  the  previous  year. 


Table  No.  2. 


Whisky 


12 

57 

6 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 
2 
2 

5 
1 
3 
1 
1 


Milk 


Hausages 

Butter 

Dried  Milk 

Currants 

Jam 

liaising 

Lard 

Margarine 
Grey  Powders 
Ginger  Beer 
Cream 

Ground  Almonds 

Glazed  Cherries 

Candied  Peel 

Vita-Choc 

Bum 

Coffee 


1 

5 

1 


Total 


112 
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The  attached  table  gives  details  of  the  samples  found  upon 
analysis  to  be  adulterated. 


PARTICULARS  OF  ADULTERATION. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Article 

Adulteration  or  Offence  Fines 

Remarks 

214 

New  Milk 

69%  minimum  proportion  of  fat 

Informal  Sample 

215 

n n 

99%  „ „ „ , 

Vendor  Warned 

218 

«i  n 

81%  „ „ ..  „ 

Informal  Sample 

223 

«>  ii 

80%  „ „ „ „ 

Proceedings  taken 
Vendor  to  pay 

£5  costs 

226 

ii  ii 

88.7%  „ 

11  Appeal  to  cow” 
Sample 

228 

Grey  Powders  Mercury  content  18% 

230 

ii  ii 

Mercury  content  1.6% 

Informal  Samples 

232 

n ii 

Mercury  content  1.5% 

300 

Whisky 

5.8%  excess  water 

Informal  Sample 

303 

Rum 

7.6%  „ 

ii  ii 

804 

Whisky 

4.2%  „ 

ii  i • 

316 

5.8%  „ 

M 

317 

Rum 

8.0%  „ „ £2/2/0 

Vendor  to  pay 

JG3/3/U  ousts 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Meat  inspection  has  again  occupied  much  of  the  time  of 
your  Inspectors. 

The  class  of  animal  killed  during  the  year  has  been  of  a 
high  standard,  bullocks  and  heifers  being  the  chief  kinds  of 
bovines  slaughtered. 

Practically  every  bovine  or  pig  killed  is  subject  to  inspection 
and  a large  number  of  lambs  are  passed  by  your  Inspectors 
before  they  are  taken  to  the  shops. 

The  following  tables  shew  the  quantity  of  meat  and  offals 
surrendered  and  destroyed.  All  meat  and  offals  declared  by 
your  Inspectors  to  be  diseased,  unsound,  unwholesome  and 
unfit  for  food  of  man  are  destroyed. 

All  the  meat  and  offals  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
it  was  not  necessary  to  carry  out  the  procedure  of  seizure  on 
any  occasion  during  the  year,  the  owners  being  satisfied  with 
the  judgment  of  your  Inspectors. 

On  all  occasions  when  any  difference  of  opinion  arises  the 
owners  are  given  the  opportunity  of  calling  in  their  own  expert 
but  this  privilege  was  not  exercised  on  any  occasion  during 
the  year, 
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The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  town  is  13,  five  of 
them  being  licensed  and  eight  registered. 

Tables  Nos.  3 and  4 give  the  amount  of  meat  and  offals 
surrendered  during  the  year. 

TABLE  No.  3 


Carcases  with  all  organs  condemmed  as  totally  unfit 


Animal 

for  human  consumption. 

Tuberoulosis  Aocident  Inflammatory 

Other 

(lows 

s 

Diseases 

1 

Conditions 

Heifers 

1 

- 

Calves 

1 

- 

Pigs 

6 1 

- 

Sheep 

45 

3 

Carcases 

partially  condemned  as 

unfit  for 

human 

Animal 

consumption. 

Tuberculosis  Accident 

Inflammatory 

Other 

Cows 

2 

Diseases 

Conditions 

Heifers 

3 

- 

- 

Bullocks 

2 

- 

■ 

Pigs 

6 

- 

- 

Various 

TABLE  No.  4 
Organs  condemned  as 

unfit  for 

Human 

Consumption, 


3 

© 

0 

to 

fl 

o 

« 

to 

q 

0 

2 

B 

► 

o> 

•9 

o 

a! 

a 

2 

2 

d 

4) 

41 

‘C 

en  4) 

8 g 

» S 

04  « 

(0 

u 

4) 

H3 

cn 

►» 

4) 

0 

a 

d 

H 

.a 

04 

a 

a 

H 

u 

03 

a 

m 3 

o 

i3 

Q 

Tuberculosis. 

Bovines  32 

32 

28 

22 

1 

5 

4 24 

4 

6 

10 

Pigs  197 

197 

44 

40 

1 

42 

- 150 

- 

- 

- 

Inflammatory  Disease 
Bovines 

s. 

3 

2 

1 

1 1 

2 

1 

Pigs 

■ 20 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sheep 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Parasitic  Diseases. 

Bovines  2 

2 

3 

78 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

. 

Pigs 

- 

3 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sheep 

Other  Diseases  & Conditions. 


Bovines  - - 4 11  - - 

Pigs  - - - 7 - - - - 

Sheep  - - 1 1 - 


1 
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The  following  table  gives  some  idea  of  the  work  involved 
in  this  particular  branch  of  my  Department. 

No,  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  during  1934  ...  925 


,,  ,,  food  premises  666 

No.  of  carcases  inspected: 

Cattle 1457 

Sheep  and  Lambs  6814 

Pigs  2177 


Total  10,448 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  destroyed  during  the 
year  as  diseased,  unsound  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man  was 
16,761  lbs  or  7 tons,  9cwts,  2 qrs,  17  lbs. 

RAT  REPRESSION. 

National  Rat  Week  was  celebrated  in  the  Borough  from 
Nov.  5th  to  Nov.  10th,  1934.  The  occupiers  of  slaughter- 
houses, factories,  workshops,  food  preparing  premises  etc., 
were  all  circularised  calling  their  attention  to  the  urgent 
necessity  of  taking  the  requisite  steps  to  free  their  premises 
from  rats  and  mice.  A special  circular  was  drawn  up  and 
the  Director  of  Education  very  kindly  arranged  to  have  same 
brought  to  the  notice  of  Headmasters  and  Mistresses  with  a 
view  to  drawing  the  attention  of  their  senior  pupils  to  the 
matter. 

Special  steps  were  also  taken  on  properties  under  the 
control  of  the  Corporation. 

Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals. 

During  the  year  the  Borough  was  included  in  an  area 
declared  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals’  Acts  1894-1927,  regard- 
ing outbreaks  of  Sheep  Scab  and  the  Borough  was  also  included 
in  a Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  area. 

In  connection  with  the  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  outbreak, 
although  this  did  not  occur  within  the  Borough,  the  movement 
of  animals  into  or  within  the  area  was  only  possible  under 
Licence  and  the  movement  of  all  animals  out  of  the  area  was 
prohibited. 

During  the  operation  of  the  Order  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  time  of  your  officials  had  to  lie  devoted  to  this  work. 
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Conversion  Scheme. 

Abolition  of  Ashpits,  etc. 

During  the  year  good  progress  was  made  and  2,176  dust 
bins  were  supplied  compared  with  2,479  in  the  previous  year. 

There  has  been  therefore  a slight  reduction  in  the  number 
of  bins  supplied  hut  it  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  that 
3,098  notices  and  letters  were  sent  out  compared  with  2,337  in 
the  previous  year.  This  was  of  course  due  to  the  greater 
number  of  individual  owners  upon  whom  notices  etc.  had  to 
he  served.  635  separate  files  had  to  he  made.  From  these 
figures  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  scheme  1ms  meant  a very 
large  increase  b >th  in  the  inspectorial  and  clerical  duties 
of  the  Department  and  considering  the  increased  activities 
regarding  Housing  ami  Slum  Clearance  1 think  the  result  is 
highly  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  bins  supplied  under  the  scheme  was 
4,655  at  the  end  of  1934. 

Housing  Statistics. 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  - - - 507 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1524 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925.  - 501 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1516 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  - - 229 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  - - 272 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  daring  the  Year  without 
service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  actiou 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 


223 
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(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  dui  iug  the  year : — 

(A). — -Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18,  23  of  the 
i lousing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  - - - 0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  - - - 0 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  - - - 6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 

notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  - - - 0 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  - - - 0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  - 14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  - 7 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  - - - 0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit 


0 


